C FROM   ALL   OTHER   ONLY   TO   HER   I   ME   BETAKE '

seek, and shall always seek by all services to me possible there
to remain, in the which my hope hath set up his everlasting rest,
saying aut illlc aut nullibi.

The proofs of your affection are such, the fine posies of the
letters so warmly couched, that they constrain me ever truly to
honour, love and serve you, praying you that you will continue
in this same firm and constant purpose, ensuring you, for my
part, that I will the rather go beyond than make reciproque, if
loyalty of heart, the desire to do you pleasure, even with my
whole heart root, may serve to advance it.1

Praying you also that if ever before I have in any way done
you offence, that you will give me the same absolution that you
ask, ensuring you that henceforth my heart shall be dedicate to
you alone, gready desirous that so my body could be as well, as
God can bring to pass if it pleaseth Him, whom I entreat once
each day for the accomplishment thereof, trusting that at length
my prayer will be heard, wishing the time brief, and thinking
it but long until we shall see each other again.

Written with the hand of that secretary who in heart, body
and will is

Your loyal and most ensured servant,

r^\

H autre V AB J ne cherce R.

After the opportunity for letters provided by this exchange
of presents we may conjecture a pause in the correspondence.
Then the lover finds another plausible pretext to enable him to
write again to the beloved.

m.To ANNE BOLEYN

TO MY MISTRESS,

Because the time seems to me very long since I have heard
of your good health and of you, the great affection that I bear

1 * Si loyaute du ceur, desire de vous complaire, vous sans autre racine
en ceur le peut avancen' The French is slightly obscure, and previous
translators have got over the difficulty by omitting it. Though the con-
struction is muddled I have no doubt, however, that the phrase which ,
Henry is attempting to use is * even with my whole heart root', which if
to be found in various other familiar English letters of this periocV